
St Robert Southwell Catholic Primary School 

Aiming for Excellence - Being the Best We Can Be 

Following Jesus’ footsteps and inspired by St. Robert Southwell we work hard, 
aim high and treat everyone with honesty and gentleness.  

Welcome to the second edition of our parent safeguarding newsletter. This newsletter is designed 
to support parents and carers in their understanding of topical safeguarding issues that may affect 
their child, themselves or members of the local community. At St. Robert Southwell we promote a 
culture of vigilance, we do this by teaching and reminding our children how to keep themselves safe. 
We teach them to speak out and tell them what to do if they come across a situation that makes 
them feel unsafe.  Safeguarding children is the action we take to promote the welfare of children 
and protect them from harm. Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. Every single person who 
comes into contact with children and families has a role to play.   

Travelling to and from school unaccompanied & mobile phones 

We have safeguarding procedures in place for Year 5 & 6, whereby a form MUST be completed 
if you want your child to travel TO and FROM school alone or leave the premises 
unaccompanied at 3.15pm dismissal.  A member of our Senior Leadership Team (SLT) will 
have a conversation with your child about their journey prior to these arrangements 
commencing.  We prioritise calls to the primary parent/carer of children who travel to school 
unaccompanied if they are absent and we have not received communication about their 
absence.  

As a primary school we do not encourage mobile phones/devices to be brought onto the 
premises However, we do appreciate that some parents wish their child to have a 
phone/device if they are travelling to/from school on their own. We have reviewed our 
procedures and now have secure storage lockers for mobile phones and smart devices. All 
children who bring a phone or smart device to school must have a locker as there will be no 
provision for storing phones/devices any other way. Please note that children are not to keep 
mobile phones or smart devices on their person or in their belongings. If found, the 
phone/device will be confiscated and the parent/carer called to collect. 

Please email cmcevoy@robsouth.org for further information and to request the appropriate 
forms. 
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School children need to be aware of the danger of crossing roads while using mobile phones.  
Although, many people are distracted by mobile phones, children are the most affected.   Different 
studies over a number of years have shown phones are a growing cause of distraction for 
pedestrians, affecting if they cross a road safely.  Those distracted by phones are known as 
SMOMBIES (from smartphones plus zombies).  Pedestrians aged 10 and 11 are most at risk as this 
is the age when most children begin to travel on their own to and from school for the first time and 
have their own phone to stay in touch with family.   

 
NSPCC confirms crimes involving child 
abuse imagery (CAI) have increased  

According to figures collected by the 
NSPCC, crimes involving child abuse 
imagery (CAI) have risen by a quarter in the 
past year. Nearly half of those incidents 
where the platform was recorded occurred 
on Snapchat, while Facebook, Instagram 
and WhatsApp covered another 26 percent.  
Please see information below regarding 
WhatsApp and Snapchat – please note their 
age restrictions. 
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Atendance 
 

 

We are sure that like us, you as parents and carers realise the importance of attendance and 
punctuality. At SRS, we continue to work hard to try to raise attendance levels and to reduce 
instances of lateness. There is much evidence to show that good attendance plays a vital role in 
helping your child to achieve their potential. We also know that poor attendance can lead to other 
problems for children. How can you help your child attend school regularly?  
  

• Talk to your child about school. Take a positive interest in your child's work, including 
homework;  

• Make sure your child understands why school is important;  
• Get everything ready for school the night before;  
• Arrange appointments before or after school or during the school holidays; 
• Take holidays during school holidays and not during term time;  
• Set your alarm and your child’s alarm clock- see who can beat the clock!  
• Only grant days at home for genuine illness (you will know!)  
• If your child is slightly under the weather (without a temperature), still send them into school 

- children often start feeling better as the day goes on and they get busy, and if the school is 
concerned, we will call you.  

• Children can attend school if they are taking prescribed medicines – email 
cmcevoy@robsouth.org or complete the consent to administer occasional prescribed 
medication.  We can give children certain medications with your permission. 
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Useful websites for parents: 
 
Place2Be 
 
Place2Be have a fantastic resources on their website with a variety of different videos and 
resources to practically support parents with a wide range of issues their children may face. 
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/  
 
 
http://www.childline.org.uk/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CEOP - Child Exploitation & Online Protection  

https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/ 

 

NSPCC – 0808 8005000  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children- safe/reporting-abuse/report/ 

 

Brent Family Front Door – 0208 937 4300 or online reporting form 

https://www.brent.gov.uk/children-young-people-and-families/keeping- 
childrensafe#Reportchildabuse 

 

If you feel that you or a child is in immediate danger, please call 999 immediately. 
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If you have any concerns about the safety or welfare of a child or a family, please 
contact us: 

THE SAFEGUARDING LEAD WITH OVERALL RESPONSIBILITY - MISS BECK, HEADTEACHER 

DESIGNATED SAFEGUARDING LEAD (DSL) - MISS JOSEPH, DEPUTY HEADTEACHER  

DEPUTY DESIGNATED SAFEGUARDING LEAD (Deputy DSL)  
 MRS EGAN, ASSISTANT HEADTEACHER & INCLUSION MANAGER 

 
SAFEGUARDING & CHILD PROTECTION GOVERNOR - MRS MICHELLE RATTIGAN 

FGM HELPLINE 0800 028 355           PREVENT HELPINE 020 7340 7264 

Brent Local Safeguarding Children Board 020 8937 4300 

 

   

                                            Miss Beck           Miss Joseph         Mrs Egan 

 

 


