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Year 4 Geography Knowledge Organiser- Looking After Our Planet  

What should I already know? Vocabulary Important facts  

Different types of weather  The difference between climate and weather 
The importance or reduce reuse recycle to conserve resources 
Some species have become extinct 
 

Atmosphere  A layer of gases surrounding a planet. 

Air pollution the presence in or introduction into the air 
of a substance which has harmful or 
poisonous effects. 
"diesel exhaust and other forms of air 
pollution" 
 

climate  The average weather conditions for a place 
usually measured over a long period 

  

Environment everything in the world around us that 

surrounds and affects all life on earth, 

including the air, food chains, the water 

cycle, plants, animals and other humans. 
Fossil fuels  fuels that come from old life forms that 

decomposed over a long period of time. The 
three most important fossil fuels are coal, 
petroleum, and natural gas 

Greenhouse 
Gas 

 

  

Global 
Warming 

 

latitude  How far north or south a place is from the 
equator. 

  
Non- renewable Non-renewable power sources such as coal, oil 

and gas can’t be replaced once they have been 
used. Scientists think these are running out. 

  
Renewable Renewable power sources can be replaced. This 

means they will never run out. Solar power, wind 
power, geothermal power, biomass and wave 
power are all renewable power sources. 

  

  

Recycling  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  
  

  

  
 

 
Human activities contribute to climate change 
 

• We breathe oxygen from the air 

• We get water from the rain which fills 

our lakes, rivers and creeks and which we 

store in dams, reservoirs and water tanks. 

• We get food from the plants, animals, 

fish and birds. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quiz 

1. What is the power produced 
by the sun called? 

2. What is the ozone layer? 
3. What is the effect of burning 

fossil fuel? 
4. How is life and pollution 

different in different parts of 
the world? 

5. List 4 things humans can do 
to protect the environment? 
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Diagrams 

  

Geographical Skills and Enquiries 

Susatinability 
Physical and Human resources 
Globalisation and interdependednce 
Justice and quiity 
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